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Course Information:
• Term: Spring 2021
• Course Number & Section: MUL 2721
• Course Name: Survey of latin American Music
• Credit Hours: 3
• Course Modality: W
Course Description:
This course will explore the richness and diversity of Latin American and Caribbean music, and develop an
appreciation for the cultural connections that exist within some of the world's most vibrant and popular forms.
This course will survey the musical traditions of several Latin American and Caribbean countries, as well as
Latin music in the United States. The course will also trace the historical, cultural and socio-political aspects of
Latin and Caribbean music on a global scale, and delve into the parallel developments between various genres.
Course Objectives:
1. Identify the broad musical framework of Latin American music and analyze the various
juxtapositions and blends that are rooted primarily in the cultures of Native America, Europe
and Africa.
2. Gain an understanding of the important relationship between musical sounds and the cultures
and societies they represent.
3. Learn to listen analytically to the various music of Latin America and be able to place them
into broad and sometimes specific ethnic and geographical categories.
4. Perform in class basic examples of Latin American music that will help develop a better
understanding and appreciation of the sophistication of music making and bi-musicality.
5. Demonstrate how Latin America has influenced music in other parts of the world.
Textbook
Robin Moore and Walter Aaron Clark: Music of Latin America. W.W. Norton & Company, 2012, ISBN
9780393929652.
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Additional to the text
You will need to be able to access YouTube and also buy some additional music that will help you to understand
the sequence of material in the book. Information about the additional tracks for which you will purchase can be
found in each respective module as links to iTunes or other sources. Also I found some videos that lower
already the cost of buying more music. Other than that, there is nothing else you will need (unless I send you
links throughout the semester)
Academic Course Requirements
Students will be required to keep up with the weekly module assignments (the readings, listening to musical
examples online), taking quizzes and exams, completing discussion board assignments.
Assessment
Students will be evaluated based on 4 written tests, 3 Quizzes and Discussions.
I will eliminate one of the worst grade or missed exam and one worst grade or missing quiz.

Assessment
4 Examinations

Percent of Final
Grade
45%

3 Quiz

20%

Discussions

30%

Connection with the course, Protocols
and communication with Professor

5%

The following grading system will be used:
Grading Scale (%)
93-100

A

90-92

A-

87-89

B+

83-86

B

80-82

B-

77-79

C+

73-76

C

70-72

C-

67-69

D+

63-66

D

60-62

D-

0 - 59

F
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Recording Academic Activity:
All faculty members are required to document students' academic activity at the beginning of each course.
In order to document that you began this course, please complete the following academic activity by the end
of the first week of classes, or as soon as possible after adding the course, but no later than January 15.
Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial aid.
Additional Policies
Academic Integrity

Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct. According to Section 1,
"Academic Misconduct," students are prohibited from engaging in:
•Unauthorized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study
aids in any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The
unauthorized possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating.
•Communication to another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of
material which has not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s
efforts and used as part of an examination, course assignment, or project.
•Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling of course material to another person, student, and/
or uploading course material to a third-party vendor without authorization or without the express
written permission of the university and the instructor. Course materials include but are not limited
to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints, course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets,
homework, study guides, handouts, etc.
•Falsifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work.
•Plagiarism: Using or appropriating another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby
attempting to convey the impression that such work is the student’s own.
•Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work for credit more than once without the
express written permission of the instructor.
•Helping another violate academic behavior standards.
For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult
The Center for Academic Integrity.
For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see
“Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”.

Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating
Students should also familiarize themselves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s
student handbook, The Golden Rule. UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’
education and the value of a UCF degree, and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when
necessary respond to academic misconduct. Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment
or in the course, suspension or expulsion from the university, and/or a "Z Designation" on a
student’s official transcript indicating academic dishonesty, where the final grade for this course
will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information about the Z Designation,
see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade
.

Course Accessibility Statement
The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access and inclusion for all persons
with disabilities. This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with
disabilities who need specific access in this course, such as accommodations, should contact the
professor as soon as possible to discuss various access options. Students should also connect with
Student Accessibility Services (Ferrell Commons, 7F, Room 185, sas@ucf.edu, phone (407)
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823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessibility Letter may be created
and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and accommodations that might be
reasonable.
Campus Safety Statement
Fully Online course sections
Though most emergency situations are primarily relevant to courses that meet in person, such
incidents can also impact online students, either when they are on or near campus to participate in
other courses or activities or when their course work is affected by off-campus emergencies. The
following policies apply to courses in online modalities.
•To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to receive UCF text alerts by
going to https://my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on “Student Self Service” located on the left side
of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information” heading on the Student
Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including e-mail address, cell phone
number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and then click “OK.”
•Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with their instructors
outside of class.

Deployed Active Duty Military Students:

Students who are deployed active duty military and/or National Guard personnel and require
accommodation should contact their instructors as soon as possible after the semester begins and/or
after they receive notification of deployment to make related arrangements.

Copyright
This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, images, text materials, etc.
These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment.
Please do not copy, duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly reserved for
this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright materials are credited to the copyright holder.
Third-Party Software and FERPA
During this course you might have the opportunity to use public online services and/or software applications
sometimes called third-party software such as a blog or wiki. While some of these could be required assignments,
you need not make any personally identifying information on a public site. Do not post or provide any private
information about yourself or your classmates. Where appropriate you may use a pseudonym or nickname. Some
written assignments posted publicly may require personal reflection/comments, but the assignments will not require
you to disclose any personally identity-sensitive information. If you have any concerns about this, please contact
your instructor.
*Please note, this syllabus may be modified at the discretion of the instructor. Changes will be discussed in lessons,
studio class and/or via communication tools.
University-Wide Face Covering Policy for Common Spaces and Face-to-Face Classes
To protect members of our community, everyone is required to wear a facial covering inside all common spaces
including classrooms (https://policies.ucf.edu/documents/PolicyEmergencyCOVIDReturnPolicy.pdf. Students who
choose not to wear facial coverings will be asked to leave the classroom by the instructor. If they refuse to leave the
classroom or put on a facial covering, they may be considered disruptive (please see the Golden Rule for student
behavior expectations). Faculty have the right to cancel class if the safety and well-being of class members are in
jeopardy. Students will be responsible for the material that would have been covered in class as provided by the
instructor.
Notifications in Case of Changes to Course Modality
Depending on the course of the pandemic during the semester, the university may make changes to the way classes
are offered. If that happens, please look for announcements or messages in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email
about changes specific to this course.
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COVID-19 and Illness Notification
Students who believe they may have a COVID-19 diagnosis should contact UCF Student Health Services
(407-823-2509) so proper contact tracing procedures can take place.
Students should not come to campus if they are ill, are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, have tested
positive for COVID, or if anyone living in their residence has tested positive or is sick with COVID-19 symptoms.
CDC guidance for COVID-19 symptoms is located here:
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html)
Students should contact their instructor(s) as soon as possible if they miss class for any illness reason to discuss
reasonable adjustments that might need to be made. When possible, students should contact their instructor(s)
before missing class.
In Case of Faculty Illness
If the instructor falls ill during the semester, there may be changes to this course, including having a backup
instructor take over the course. Please look for announcements or mail in Webcourses@UCF or Knights email for
any alterations to this course.
Course Accessibility and Disability COVID-19 Supplemental Statement
Accommodations may need to be added or adjusted should this course shift from an on-campus to a remote format.
Students with disabilities should speak with their instructor and should contact sas@ucf.edu to discuss specific
accommodations for this or other courses.
UCF Creed:
Integrity, scholarship, community, creativity, and excellence are the core values that guide our conduct,
performance, and decisions.
1. Integrity: I will practice and defend academic and personal honesty.
2. Scholarship: I will cherish and honor learning as a fundamental purpose of my membership in the UCF
community.
3. Community: I will promote an open and supportive campus environment by respecting the rights and
contributions of every individual.
4. Creativity: I will use my talents to enrich the human experience.
5. Excellence: I will strive toward the highest standards of performance in any endeavor I undertake.

Important information:
All faculty members are required to document students’ academic activity at the beginning of each
course. In order to document that you begin this course please complete the following activity by the end
of the first week of classes with Dr. Garcia. Please do it as soon possible after adding this course but no
later than January 15, 2021. Failure to do so will result in a delay in the disbursement of your financial
aid. The activity is Quiz which you must complete electronically in webcourses.
*Please note, this syllabus may be modified at the discretion of the instructor. Changes will be discussed in this
course or via communication tools.
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